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Media tour of exhibition on 15 June 2023
at 10.00 – AMRB, at 11.00 – MDAD, at 12.00 – Mentzendorff’s House
Registration of participants: 09.30–10.00
From 16 June 2023, the ambitious 7th Riga International Textile and Fibre Art Triennial takes place with the theme QUO VADIS?. The main exhibition of this major art event is on view in two venues – at the Museum of Decorative Arts and Design (Skārņu iela 10) and the Art Museum RIGA BOURSE (Doma laukums 6) – until 17 September.

The 7th Riga International Textile and Fibre Art Triennial is an important international cultural event bringing together participants not only from Latvia and other European countries, but also from Canada, USA, Japan, Brazil, Costa Rica, South Africa, Taiwan, and elsewhere. The triennial unites 79 artists from 30 countries who were selected by an international jury from 237 submissions.
Responding to the motto of the triennial, QUO VADIS? (Where Are We Going?), the authors, through their works, partake in conversations about the evolution of art and this particular field today as well as global geopolitical and social problems, engaging in self-reflection through the perspective of their time and art form. The artists highlight current topics – the brutal war in Ukraine, the global pandemic and its consequences, the climate change affecting our planet – and other sensitive and poignant social issues. In both expositions, which are arranged in the Great Halls of the Museum of Decorative Arts and Design (MDAD) and the Art Museum RIGA BOURSE (AMRB), works are structured in thematic sections.
The exhibition at the Museum of Decorative Arts and Design includes objects that look at various aspects of ecology, art development and the world of women. Exhibition curator at the Art Museum RIGA BOURSE Vita Birzaka emphasises that in today’s complex, contradictory, rapidly changing socio-political situation, the artists of the triennial mostly tend to approach topics that directly or indirectly affect almost every one of us. There are four main theme directions of the works exhibited in AMRB: Homesick is related to the globalization of the world, the forced or voluntary abandonment of native places, the movement of refugees caused by military conflicts; Peace is a short moment… marks the current wars and the traumas caused by them; Captured by reality refers to feelings during the Covid-19 pandemic and Silent testimonies talks about very private events that left deep impressions and provoked reflection. In the exhibition, the texts about the works by authors themselves play an important role, which encourage to study what led to a certain visual solution, and whether the idea of the work of art is inspired by the capacity of the specific material, or the concept prevails first and then the search is made for how to realize it.
Project leader and exhibition curator at MDAD Velta Raudzepa tells: “Expressing the more profound feelings and the attitude towards situation in the world, in terms of artistic and technical innovations, the triennial really stands out as an event of a impressive amplitude. It is like a path from tested values to unconventional, research-based challenges and overlapping aspects of disciplines: videotextile steps into documentaries, textile art turns into textile animation, mycelium becomes a result of scientific experimentation and turns into a material for textile industry, interest in the wide spectrum of handicraft techniques exists alongside classical tapestries, etc.”
The triennial is accompanied by a rich programme of events – a solo exhibition by the internationally acclaimed Polish guest-artist Włodzimierz Cygan at the Mentzendorff’s House, an exhibition of French tapestries Tapestries in Bloom produced by Mobilier national, a long term partner of the MDAD, at the Rundāle Palace Museum, the international conference QUO VADIS?, creative workshops and other events. A triennial catalogue which compiles the artworks of all exhibition members and guest artists has been launched.
The Museum of Decorative Arts and Design has been organising the textile art triennial since 2001, while the Art Museum RIGA BOURSE hosts this event for the first time. The triennial is held with the aim of shedding light on current trends in textile and fibre art in Europe and the entire world, promoting innovative future development of the field and enhancing the international standing of Latvian art.
Project organizers:

Latvian National Museum of Art, Museum of Decorative Arts and Design, Art Museum RIGA BOURSE
Supporters:
Ministry of Culture of the Republic of Latvia, State Culture Capital Foundation of Latvia, 
Embassy of the Republic of Poland in Latvia, Embassy of the Kingdom of Sweden in Latvia
Partners:

Mentzendorff’s House, Rundāle Palace Museum, Art Station Dubulti (Latvia), Strzemiński Academy of Fine Arts in Łódź (Poland), Canada Council for the Arts (Canada), ArteMorbida textile arts magazine (Italy)
Exhibition curators:
Velta Raudzepa, Collection Manager / Museum of Decorative Arts and Design / 

Latvian National Museum of Art
Ph: (+371) 67 830 901, E: Velta.Raudzepa@lnmm.lv
Vita Birzaka, Deputy Head of the Foreign Art Department / Art Museum RIGA BOURSE / 

Latvian National Museum of Art

Ph: (+371) 67 357 535, E: Vita.Birzaka@lnmm.lv
Exhibition design:

Reinis Suhanovs
Graphic design:
Juris Petraškevičs, artist
Kristīne Jansone, Visual Communication Specialist / Art Museum RIGA BOURSE / 

Latvian National Museum of Art

INTERNET SOURCES:

www.lnmm.lv
FACEBOOK: Dekoratīvās mākslas un dizaina muzejs; Mākslas muzejs RĪGAS BIRŽA
TWITTER: @DMDMmuzejs; @MuzejsRigaBirza
INSTAGRAM: @DMDMmuzejs; @makslasmuzejsrigasbirza
YOUTUBE: muzejsDMDM
#lnmm

#DMDMmuzejs; #RigasBirza
#MansMuzejs

The Museum of Decorative Arts and Design / Skārņu iela 10, Riga, Latvia

OPENING HOURS:

Tuesdays, Thursdays, Fridays, Saturdays, Sundays 11.00–17.00, ticket office 11.00–16.45

Wednesdays 11.00–19.00, ticket office 11.00–18.45

Closed on Mondays

Art Museum RIGA BOURSE / Doma laukums 6, Riga, Latvia

OPENING HOURS:

Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays, Saturdays, Sundays 10.00–18.00, ticket office 10.00–17.30

Fridays 10.00–20.00, ticket office 10.00–19.30

Closed on Mondays

The museum is closed on all public holidays: 1 January, Good Friday, Easter, Midsummer Eve and Day (23–24 June), Christmas (25–26 December), 31 December.

ADMISSION:*
* With this entrance ticket, visitors can attend the triennial exhibitions in both museums by presenting it to the cashier or the exhibition guard at the second venue.
Reduced individual admission fee for groups of 10 or more people.

Free admission for the person in charge of the group.

Adults:
5,00 EUR

Pupils, students, seniors:
3,00 EUR

Family ticket (1–2 adults with 1–4 children or family having many children): 5,00–7,00 EUR

Free admission for LNMA Annual ticket holders.

Free entry is also for: pre-school children; orphans or children not under parental care (valid status identification card required); children with a disability up to 18 years, 1st and 2nd group disabled persons (valid status identification card required) and one person accompanying either a child with a disability up to 18 years or a 1st or 2nd group disabled person; pupils of Latvian art schools or professional secondary art schools (valid status identification card required); full-time students of the Art Academy of Latvia (valid status identification card required); students attending institutions of professional secondary education or colleges who are studying or receiving training in visual or applied art, design, cultural history, museology, architecture, restoration as part of their studies or training (on submission of a written application to the museum director at least one day earlier); employees of Latvian museums (valid status identification card required); members of the International Council of Museums (ICOM, valid status membership card required); members of the Latvian Artists’ Union (valid status identification card required); Friend of the LNMA card holders; media representatives who are covering museum events (valid status identification card required); group (no less than 10 persons) leaders – guides or teachers; Ukrainian citizens by presenting an identity document or other document proving Ukrainian citizenship; everyone on the international event Museum Night from 19.00; all visitors to the permanent display on the last Sunday of every month and on International Museum Day – 18th May.

HEALTH AND SAFETY MEASURES AT THE MUSEUM:

1. Please do not visit the museum, if you have symptoms of a respiratory infection, or if you must be in self-isolation, home quarantine or strict isolation. The museum has the right to prohibit the entry to the museum to persons with signs of respiratory infection and ask them to leave the museum.

2. Please use contactless payment and bank cards or register on Mobilly mobile app and conveniently purchase tickets on your phone.

PRESS IMAGES (please request if needed in a larger resolution)
1.
Alexander Zimmerman (USA). Made in America. 2020. Video 5’25’’. Courtesy of the artist. Publicity photo
2.
Caren Garfen (United Kingdom). Selection II. 2022. Cotton, silk threads, 74 vintage ophthalmic lenses, 74 miniature picture frames, photographs, hand stich. Courtesy of the artist. Publicity photo
3.
Anastasiia Podervianska (Ukraine). Borodyanka and Mariupol. 2022. 
Textile, hand embroidery, artist’s own technique. Courtesy of the artist. Publicity photo
4.
Diāna Janušone-Bojāre (Latvia). Time Lapse. 2022. Wool, tufting. Courtesy of the artist. Publicity photo
5.
Jonatan E. Jurkowski (Poland). Mandorla for Heaven. 2022. 
Paper, sizal, jute, knitting, artist’s own technique. Courtesy of the artist. Publicity photo
6.
Kerstin Lindström (Sweden). Re-thinking Tradition. 2022. 
Dyed, painted, pleated and recycled army blankets. Courtesy of the artist. Publicity photo
7.
Włodzimierz Cygan (Poland). Still in Green. 2021. 
PVC tubes, optic fiber, weaving, artist’s own technique. Courtesy of the artist. Publicity photo
8.
Kristina Austi (Norway / Lithuania). If (you’re) alive – may the sea foam milk. If (you’re) dead – may the sea foam blood… 2022. Handcut and manipulated wool, viscose, polyester; Jacquard weaving technique. Courtesy of the artist. Publicity photo

9.
Elke Otte Hulse (Brasil). Silent Testimonies 3. 2022. Cotton, wool, acrylic; tapestry. 
Courtesy of the artist. Publicity photo
10.
Fiona Kirkwood (South Africa). Stay Home, Stay Safe. 2022. Video. Courtesy of the artist. Publicity photo
11.
Ilze Godlevskis (Latvia / Canada / Italy). Venus. 2022. Felt; laser-cut. Courtesy of the artist. Publicity photo
12.
Kyoko Kumai (Japan). Far Far Away. 2021. Stainless steel lines; plain weave, artist’s own technique. Courtesy of the artist. Publicity photo
13.
Sarah Perret (France). The Crepuscular Zone. 2022. Wool, cotton, silk, synthetic fibre; basse-lisse tapestry. Courtesy of the artist. Publicity photo
14.
Gabriela Cristu (Romania). The Diary of a Moment. 1999–2001. Wool, cotton; haute-lisse tapestry. Courtesy of the artist. Publicity photo
15.
Visual identity for the 7th Riga International Textile and Fibre Art Triennial QUO VADIS?. 2023. 
Artist: Juris Petraškevičs. Publicity photo
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