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MASS  MEDIA  RELEASE

Riga, 31 January 2023 [last update: 27.02.2023]
Wacław Szpakowski. Riga Notebooks.
4 March – 30 April 2023
Main building of the Latvian National Museum of Art / 4th Floor Exhibition Halls

Jaņa Rozentāla laukums 1, Riga

Press conference on 3 March 2023 at 15.00

Registration of participants: 14.30–15.00

From 4 March to 30 April 2023, the exhibition Wacław Szpakowski. Riga Notebooks. organized by the Latvian Centre for Contemporary Art in collaboration with the Adam Mickiewicz Institute in Warsaw and the Muzeum Sztuki in Łódź, is presented in the 4th Floor Exhibition Halls of the main building of the Latvian National Museum of Art in Riga (Jaņa Rozentāla laukums 1).

The exhibition is dedicated to the work of the Polish pioneer of geometric abstraction, architect and engineer Wacław Szpakowski (1883–1973) commemorating his 140th anniversary of birth and the 50th anniversary of death.
Szpakowski was born in Warsaw, Poland, but he and his family moved to Riga in 1897, where he began studying architecture at the Riga Polytechnic Institute (now Riga Technical University) in 1902. In addition to his studies, the young man was interested in meteorology and researched atmospheric phenomena such as hurricanes, cyclones and storms, writing down facts and observations in notebooks.

The notebooks that Szpakowski filled with notes and sketches while living in Riga reveal the topics that interested him and his artistic path. Many notebooks contain lists: books on historical and vernacular architecture, archaeology and engineering. In other notebooks, Szpakowski focuses on various atmospheric phenomena, paying particular attention to the sounds that accompany them.
These notebooks also provide an insight into the methodology of his lifelong project Rhythmical Lines. The visual motifs that Szpakowski observed in nature (human faces, plants, animals) and in man-made forms (architectural elements), in sounds heard in nature and in musical compositions – all preoccupied his mind. In the artist’s concept of rhythmical lines, as in the pages of his notebooks, everything is gradually reduced to the purest, most abstract forms.
The work of Wacław Szpakowski remained unknown until 1978, when author’s legacy was exhibited at Muzeum Sztuki in Łódź. Later, his drawings were displayed in museums and galleries in Warsaw, Brussels and New York (among others), in solo shows and group exhibitions, creating a dialogue and encounter with the modernists and abstractionists of the time, as well as the younger generation, who continue to be inspired by the abstract language of art. In 2012, Szpakowski’s work was included in the exhibition Inventing Abstraction, 1910–1925 at the Museum of Modern Art in New York.
The exhibition at the Latvian National Museum of Art is the first presentation of the oeuvre of Wacław Szpakowski in the Baltic States. The exposition offers a wide range of the author’s innovative compositions, including a number of unpublished archival materials. These materials grant a closer look at Szpakowski and make it possible to explore his links with Latvia. The works on view reveal different – non-figurative – ways of seeing, understanding, showing, and engaging with the world around us.
The exhibition is complemented by a varied education programme. The children’s audience will have an opportunity to get to know Szpakowski’s oeuvre through information material and participation in the art studio Me and Art activities.
In order to ensure the accessibility of the exhibition to different groups of society, in cooperation with Latvian Radio and Latvian Television news portal LSM.lv, the texts of the exposition are also available in easy language. In addition, eight of the artworks are created in tactile format, allowing visitors explore them by touch.
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Exhibition curators:

Jakub Gawkowski / Muzeum Sztuki, Łódź
Inga Lāce / Latvian Centre for Contemporary Art, Riga
Daniel Muzyczuk / Muzeum Sztuki, Łódź
Project manager:

Kristīne Ercika / Latvian Centre for Contemporary Art, Riga
Producer:

Luīze Elizabete Rukšāne / Latvian Centre for Contemporary Art, Riga
Exhibition architect:

Līva Kreislere
Exhibition design:

Estere Betija Grāvere
Technical solutions, construction:

Form Art Lab
Exhibition coordinator:

Ieva Kalnača, Head of the Project Management Department / Latvian National Museum of Art, Riga
Ph: (+371) 67 716 123, GSM: (+371) 28 325 624, E: Ieva.Kalnaca@lnmm.lv
Additional information:

Terēze Šulca, Head of Communications / Latvian Centre for Contemporary Art, Riga
GSM: (+371) 28 729 109, E: tereze@lcca.lv
INTERNET SOURCES:

www.lnmm.lv
www.lcca.lv
www.iam.pl
www.culture.pl
FACEBOOK: Latvijas Nacionālais mākslas muzejs
TWITTER: @LNMM_muzejs
INSTAGRAM: @makslasmuzejs
YOUTUBE: MĀKSLAS MUZEJI / LNMMvideos
#lnmm

#MansMuzejs

The main building of the Latvian National Museum of Art / Jaņa Rozentāla laukums 1, Riga, Latvia

OPENING HOURS:
Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays 10.00–18.00, ticket office 10.00–17.30

Fridays 10.00–20.00, ticket office 10.00–19.30

Saturdays, Sundays 10.00–17.00, ticket office 10.00–16.30

Closed on Mondays

The museum is closed on all public holidays: 1 January, Good Friday, Easter, Midsummer Eve and Day (23–24 June), Christmas (25–26 December), 31 December.

ADMISSION: 
NB! (this ticket allows you to visit the entire museum)

Reduced individual admission fee for groups of 10 or more people.

Free admission for the person in charge of the group.

Adults:
6,00 EUR

Students, seniors:
3,00 EUR

Schoolchildren:
2,00 EUR

Family ticket (1–2 adults with 1–4 children or family having many children): 5,00–7,00 EUR

Free admission for LNMA Annual ticket holders.

Free entry is also for: pre-school children; orphans or children not under parental care (valid status identification card required); children with a disability up to 18 years, 1st and 2nd group disabled persons (valid status identification card required) and one person accompanying either a child with a disability up to 18 years or a 1st or 2nd group disabled person; pupils of Latvian art schools or professional secondary art schools (valid status identification card required); full-time students of the Art Academy of Latvia (valid status identification card required); students attending institutions of professional secondary education or colleges who are studying or receiving training in visual or applied art, design, cultural history, museology, architecture, restoration as part of their studies or training (on submission of a written application to the museum director at least one day earlier); employees of Latvian museums (valid status identification card required); members of the International Council of Museums (ICOM, valid status membership card required); members of the Latvian Artists’ Union (valid status identification card required); Friend of the LNMA card holders; media representatives who are covering museum events (valid status identification card required); group (no less than 10 persons) leaders – guides or teachers; Ukrainian citizens by presenting an identity document or other document proving Ukrainian citizenship; everyone on the international event Museum Night from 19.00; all visitors to the permanent display on the last Sunday of every month and on International Museum Day – 18th May.

HEALTH AND SAFETY MEASURES AT THE MUSEUM:

1. Please do not visit the museum, if you have symptoms of a respiratory infection, or if you must be in self-isolation, home quarantine or strict isolation. The museum has the right to prohibit the entry to the museum to persons with signs of respiratory infection and ask them to leave the museum.

2. Please use contactless payment and bank cards or register on Mobilly mobile app and conveniently purchase tickets on your phone.

3. Please take care of hand disinfection. Museums’ premises and surfaces are regularly cleaned and disinfected.

PRESS IMAGES (please request if needed in a larger resolution)
1.
Wacław Szpakowski (1883–1973). Self-portrait. 1902. Photograph (the inscription: For dear Daddy Wacek took a self-portrait). Collection of the Muzeum Sztuki, Łódź. Publicity photo

2-3.
Works by Wacław Szpakowski (1883–1973) in the exhibition. Photo: Anna Zagrodzka
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