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Riga, 22 March 2023 [last update: 11.04.2023]
Gradual
Solo exhibition by Germans Ermičs
13 April – 28 May 2023
The Museum of Decorative Arts and Design / Great Hall

Skārņu iela 10, Riga
Media tour of exhibition on 12 April 2023 at 12.00

Registration of participants: 11.30–12.00

From 13 April to 28 May 2023, the Museum of Decorative Arts and Design in Riga (Skārņu iela 10) presents Gradual, the first solo exhibition of the internationally renowned designer Germans Ermičs in Latvia.
The comprehensive exhibition features the most important achievements of Germans Ermičs since the foundation of his studio in 2014, shedding light on artist’s creative process and philosophy. By combining design and art, Germans Ermičs creates outstanding work, acknowledged and highly acclaimed across the world. The designer’s approach is characterized by gradual, determined movement to the final result, striving to give form to intangible phenomena, looking for new technological solutions and experimenting with colours and materials.
The distinguishing feature of the author’s style is the employment of painterly approach to colour in works made of glass – the transparency of surfaces of his furniture is accompanied by gradual tonal transitions. However, colour in Germans Ermičs’ works does not serve as merely an aesthetic application – the artist uses it to explore materiality and create form. “In the realm of production of objects, the phase of colour application is normally seen as the final act of the process. Instead of finishing a product by just painting it, I started designing from colour, wondering about what it would look like if I stretch, turn or fold the colour as if it were a three-dimensional shape,” tells  Germans Ermičs.

Although Germans Ermičs’ conceptual ideas have mostly been executed in glass, the designer also works with metal, textile, stone and other materials. They are used both in his experimentations with colour and form, and innovative technologies, for example, coming up with an original surface finishing that highlights stone’s natural veining instead of submitting it to the laws of geometry.
The exhibition is curated by architect, urbanist and publicist Evelīna Ozola, its graphic designer is Alexey Murashko. Photographer Filips Šmits and musician Artūrs Liepiņš also took part in the creation of the exposition.
The exhibition is organized by the Latvian National Museum of Art, Museum of Decorative Arts and Design, the Latvian Design Center and FOLD, financially supported by the Creative Industries Fund NL, State Culture Capital Foundation of Latvia and Nākotnes Atbalsta fonds.
About the artist
Germans Ermičs was born in Riga in 1985. He learned the basics of design and art in Denmark, later studying at the Design Academy Eindhoven in the Netherlands.
In 2007, together with friends in Riga, he founded the culture, music and fashion magazine Veto. Germans Ermičs created the design concept of the printed publication and continued as its artistic director until 2018.
Having started his career as a graphic designer, during his studies in Eindhoven Germans Ermičs gradually turned to making three-dimensional objects. This is the beginning of Germans’ fascination with colour and its ability to influence the objects’ form, surrounding environment and viewers’ perception. Germans Ermičs graduated from the Design Academy Eindhoven in 2011 with the diploma work Isometric Mirrors, in which he makes use of interest in optical illusions. His project was picked up by Frame, the leading global interior design and architecture magazine, and at the graduation exhibition Germans Ermičs was approached by the influential Milan gallerist Rossana Orlandi, with whom the designer continues to collaborate to this day.

Having accumulated experience in a number of design offices, in 2014, Germans Ermičs established his own studio in Amsterdam. A year later, at the world’s largest design fair, Salone del Mobile in Milan, artist presented his first collection, Shaping Colour, which he continued to develop over the following years. In 2016, The New York Times Style Magazine ranked Germans Ermičs among the 15 most promising new designers, he reached the final of the Design Parade Hyères and earned his first award from the Wallpaper* magazine.

The 2017 Salone del Mobile in Milan saw the debut of Germans Ermičs’ Ombré Glass Chair – a contemporary interpretation of the Japanese designer Shiro Kuramata’s iconic Glass Chair. This work became an important turning point in Germans Ermičs’ career – the visually appealing chair toured the world’s most respected design publications and exhibitions. The well-known designers Stefan Sagmeister and Jessica Walsh have selected Ombré chair among the world’s most beautiful objects. Ombré Glass Chair is also part of the Museum of Decorative Arts and Design collection and is showcased in the permanent exhibition Design Process.

Germans Ermičs has also executed works in interior design and architecture, among them, the interior design of a metro station in Seoul, South Korea, installations for the London and Amsterdam stores of fashion brands Raf Simons and Wandler, and, in collaboration with the social media company Instagram, he created the pavilion Where The Rainbow Ends in Cannes, France.
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Exhibition curator:

Evelīna Ozola, architect, urbanist, publicist
Technical solutions:

Yes We Can
Uldis Timoško, Modris Esserts / Museum of Decorative Arts and Design / Latvian National Museum of Art

Graphic design:

Alexey Murashko
Exhibition coordinator:

Estere Rožkalne, Senior Specialist / Museum of Decorative Arts and Design / Latvian National Museum of Art

Ph: (+371) 67 222 235, GSM: (+371) 26 595 659, E: Estere.Rozkalne@lnmm.lv
Education programme:

Kristīne Šica / Museum of Decorative Arts and Design / Latvian National Museum of Art

Kortnija Māra Gurtlava / Museum of Decorative Arts and Design / Latvian National Museum of Art

Agrita Pore / Museum of Decorative Arts and Design / Latvian National Museum of Art

Communication:

Laura Brokāne, Communication Specialist / Museum of Decorative Arts and Design / 

Latvian National Museum of Art

Ph: (+371) 27 491 279, E: Laura.Brokane@lnmm.lv
INTERNET SOURCES:

www.lnmm.lv
https://germansermics.com
FACEBOOK: Dekoratīvās mākslas un dizaina muzejs
TWITTER: @DMDMmuzejs
INSTAGRAM: @DMDMmuzejs; @germansermics
YOUTUBE: muzejsDMDM
#lnmm

#DMDMmuzejs

#MansMuzejs

The Museum of Decorative Arts and Design / Skārņu iela 10, Riga, Latvia

OPENING HOURS:

Tuesdays, Thursdays, Fridays, Saturdays, Sundays 11.00–17.00, ticket office 11.00–16.45

Wednesdays 11.00–19.00, ticket office 11.00–18.45

Closed on Mondays

The museum is closed on all public holidays: 1 January, Good Friday, Easter, Midsummer Eve and Day (23–24 June), Christmas (25–26 December), 31 December.

ADMISSION:

Reduced individual admission fee for groups of 10 or more people.

Free admission for the person in charge of the group.

Adults:
3,50 EUR

Schoolchildren, students, seniors:
2,00 EUR

Family ticket (1–2 adults with 1–4 children or family having many children): 5,00–7,00 EUR

Free admission for LNMA Annual ticket holders.

Free entry is also for: pre-school children; orphans or children not under parental care (valid status identification card required); children with a disability up to 18 years, 1st and 2nd group disabled persons (valid status identification card required) and one person accompanying either a child with a disability up to 18 years or a 1st or 2nd group disabled person; pupils of Latvian art schools or professional secondary art schools (valid status identification card required); full-time students of the Art Academy of Latvia (valid status identification card required); students attending institutions of professional secondary education or colleges who are studying or receiving training in visual or applied art, design, cultural history, museology, architecture, restoration as part of their studies or training (on submission of a written application to the museum director at least one day earlier); employees of Latvian museums (valid status identification card required); members of the International Council of Museums (ICOM, valid status membership card required); members of the Latvian Artists’ Union (valid status identification card required); Friend of the LNMA card holders; media representatives who are covering museum events (valid status identification card required); group (no less than 10 persons) leaders – guides or teachers; Ukrainian citizens by presenting an identity document or other document proving Ukrainian citizenship; everyone on the international event Museum Night from 19.00; all visitors to the permanent display on the last Sunday of every month and on International Museum Day – 18th May.

HEALTH AND SAFETY MEASURES AT THE MUSEUM:

1. Please do not visit the museum, if you have symptoms of a respiratory infection, or if you must be in self-isolation, home quarantine or strict isolation. The museum has the right to prohibit the entry to the museum to persons with signs of respiratory infection and ask them to leave the museum.

2. Please use contactless payment and bank cards or register on Mobilly mobile app and conveniently purchase tickets on your phone.

3. Please take care of hand disinfection. Museums’ premises and surfaces are regularly cleaned and disinfected.

PRESS IMAGES (please request if needed in a larger resolution)
1.
Germans Ermičs. The Netherlands, 2019. Photo: Jussi Puikkonen
2.
Germans Ermičs. The Netherlands, 2022. Photo: Yvet van der Naalt

3.
Germans Ermičs. Shaping Colour Installation. Design Miami / Basel, 2021. 
Glass and wood installation. Courtesy of the artist. Photo: James Harris

4.
Germans Ermičs. Ombré. Glass chair. 2017. Collection of the Museum of Decorative Arts and Design. 

Photo: Jussi Puikkonen

5.
Germans Ermičs. Horizon Screen. 2017. Glass. Courtesy of Rossana Orlandi. Photo: Jussi Puikkonen

6.
Germans Ermičs. Alchemist. Miami, 2018. Glass. Courtesy of Alchemist. Photo: Michael Stavaridis

7.
Germans Ermičs. The Circle of Fifths. 2019. Anodised aluminium. 
In collaboration with Bang & Olufsen. Courtesy of Bang & Olufsen. Photo: Leon Chew

8.
Germans Ermičs. Where The Rainbow Ends. 2019. Glass pavilion. In collaboration with Instagram. 

Courtesy of the artist. Photo: Filips Šmits

9.
Germans Ermičs. A Slant of Light. 2019. LED. Courtesy of the artist. Photo: DSL Studio

10.
Germans Ermičs. Sunburst Tall Glass Chair. 2021. Glass. Courtesy of Maria Wettergren Gallery. 

Photo: Jussi Puikkonen

11.
Germans Ermičs. Design for the LUX restaurant. Kongresshaus Zürich, 2021. Glass. Photo: Julien Vonier
12.
Germans Ermičs. Pele de Tigre. 2021. Marble. Courtesy of Maria Wettergren Gallery. Publicity photo

13.
Germans Ermičs. Isometric Mirrors. 2021. Glass, oak wood, PVC, steel. Courtesy of Rossana Orlandi. Photo: Filips Šmits
Press release prepared by:
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Head of Press

The Latvian National Museum of Art
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